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READ US. WE READ YOU.

Our monk and

other friends

S the decade ends with scams and scandals leaving their scars on our
Akey institutions, there is a need to look within and think ahead. The

monk on the cover of this issue has been a companion for several
years, appearing regularly in our cartoon on Page 5 and in our annual cal-
endar. He has, in his funny way, inspired us to see the bigger picture. So
have many individuals and groups across India, who, with their ideals and
missions, live in the hope of building a modern, just and competitive
country.

Some of them have, at our request for this special January issue, invest-
ed time and effort in writing about what they consider to be important
ideas for the new decade. These are ideas they work with and have come
to understand well.

Of course, India is complex and no such exercise can be complete. Much
more could be said and done. But each of these ideas is a powerful one and
should rank among the key drivers of our future growth. We offer in this
issue a collection of insights into government schools, the social audit,
eco-friendly construction, corporate accountability, financial inclusion,
rural infrastructure, seeds and biodiversity — all areas that should define
our competitiveness in the coming decade.

We in Civil Society magazine would also like it to be known that there
is an India beyond the bad news. As we know it, this 'non-TRP India’ is
forward-looking and inclusive and grapples with problems that have impli-
cations for everyone.

It goes without saying that nothing is achievable without competent and
insightful governance. And one way of arriving at better governance is
through the churning of ideas and raising the bar for what people can
aspire to. We have in the past decade seen a few of our politicians and
bureaucrats evolve because of the pressure that has come from outside
government. It is a process that needs to be allowed to gather momentum
and not stifled.

Is there reason to be hopeful about the future? We would say there is. It
will be a future where notions of size will change. It will be driven by new
technologies, greater access, rising aspirations, impatience and also the
vanishing of resources. It will be defined by accountability and delivery
and it will fill spaces beyond caste and religion. Most importantly, it will
be a future that will find the leaders it needs.

We wish our readers a happy, peaceful and prosperous 2011.
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Have you ever looked at the energy
crisis as an opportunity?

Rather than see the energy crunch as a setback,

we chose to look at it as an opportunity.

An opportunity to stretch resources. And find
energy solutions for you that are based on a
simple belief : increased output and efficiency with
the same energy input.

Isn't this what energy conservation 1s all about?

Improving your business
IS our business

THERMAX

High efficiency boilers and heaters ® Waste fuel and exhaust gas boilers e Solar thermal applications
Vapour absorption chillers @ Power plants e Life extension and retrofit services
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Mahseer muddle

I read your article on the mahseer
online. Must say, it is very well
researched and very well written
and provides a balanced view of all
the stake holders.

Thanks for writing about this.

Tiger G Ramesh

Mahseer Muddle was a great story.
No doubt circumventing the mah-

seer requires a lot of skill, planning

and practice.
Steve

The debate over whether to angle the
mahseer or not is reflective of the
larger debate on wildlife. The ecologi-
cal footprint of humans needs to be
much smaller around our forests.
Animals just have a little bit of space
left for themselves. In the old days
when we had bigger forests we could
accommodate more people. They
also lived in harmony with animals.
But today forests have been opened
up for industrial activity. Let us keep
some areas, like our national parks
and sanctuaries, only for our remain-
ing helpless animals. Let them live in

peace.
Gayatri Singh

The health of wildlife depends on
the health of our forests. India needs
to increase its natural forest cover
many times over. Then animals can
thrive. We should also secure our
national parks and sanctuaries. Don't

permit too much tourism.
Ashish

Your story on the homeless getting
Aadhar numbers made good read-

{ 4N

ing. It is a positive sign that the poor
are finally getting an identity and
alongside, benefits. But, I feel, a
legal architecture of security and
protection of human rights must be
built into the UID programme.

Otherwise it is vulnerable to abuse.
Gautam Srikrishna

Trilce

With reference to Rakesh Agarwal's
story, 'Trilce is Bhondsi's saviour' in
your online edition I would like to
point out that Bhondsi is Haryana's
richest gram panchayat. I was born
and brought up there. Every family
has a person serving in the army. It

is not a poor place.
dinesh.takshila@gmail.com

Rakesh Agrawal replies:

I went myself to Bhondsi and I was
surprised to find it so ramshackle.
People who are poor are mostly
migrants. The gram panchayat may
be rich but there is a lack of good
schools and basic infrastructure
which was very visible to me.

CSR diktat

V Ravichandar's rejoinder to me gets
personal. It is healthy to agree to
disagree and to do so respectfully.

by SAMITA RATHOR

Nobody can deny there are mis-
placed priorities and planning
processes which do not tackle
urgent issues on the ground. I too
work in the urban rights space and
have an interface with the private
sector as well. At the same time I
have not lost sight of issues con-
cerning the homeless, the most
marginalized people in our cities.
Companies and their CSR must get
out of the 'what is in it for me?' syn-
drome to 'what is in it for us all as
a country'. Companies corner a large
chunk of resources. If voluntarism
worked we would have had more
than 50 companies reporting on the
GRI (Global Reporting Initiative).
Compare that with the fact that
more than 500 NGOs adhere to the
transparency domain.
All is not well which is why the
Prime Minister had to spell out a
social charter and the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs had to come out
with CSR guidelines for industry.
There are checks and balances in
the system to ensure that trans-
parency can be brought about such
as RTI, and corporate liability can-
not be excused.
Amita Joseph
This debate is now closed.
Editor
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Kavita Srivastava

LAKSHMAN ANAND

ood activists demand
universal PDS

Civil Society News

New Delhi

place on the footpath at Jantar Mantar

unfurling banners and adjusting micro-
phones. They have been following closely the
journey of the Food Security Bill from the
National Advisory Council (NAC) to a C
Rangarajan Committee which is now poring
over its 'implications’ for the nation.

But the activists are unhappy with the Bill.
They say it will not bring about food security for
the poor. This is not exactly what they had
campaigned for.

Kavita Srivastava, right to food activist,
repeatedly emphasized that the campaign had
asked for a universal Public Distribution
System (PDS). But the NAC Bill has divided
people into priority and general categories.
Those Below the Poverty Line (BPL) and those
in the Antyodaya category have been placed
into the priority category. They will now get 35
kg of wheat/rice at I3 per kg. The Above
Poverty Line ration card holders will be in the
general group.

The activists point out that it has always
been impossible for the state to identify the
poor, a major reason for endemic poverty and
starvation. The impoverished invariably get
left out. In Bihar and Jharkhand as per NSS
data, 80 per cent of poor rural households did
not have a BPL card in 2005. So to ensure all
citizens have access to basic food, it is impor-
tant for food entitlements to be universal.

Another important criticism is the allocation

0 NCE again right to food activists took their

for cities. The urban area's quota of 28 per cent
for the priority category is an under estima-
tion. Cities have more poor people than that
because of high rates of distress migration.

According to some estimates, 40 per cent of
Delhi's population lives in slums. In Mumbai,
malnutrition among children in slums is very
high.

Also, the entitlement of 35 kg of food grain
for priority households and 20 kg for the gen-
eral group is too little. It will last an average
family only for 10 to 15 days. And the Bill guar-
antees only cereal. It does not give assurances
for supply of oil and pulses. Female aneamia
and malnutrition is high in India so the basket
of food needs to be widened to provide nutri-
tion to people.

The activists say they want an assured
expansion of the Integrated Child
Development Scheme (ICDS) with quality food
for children. One health activist pointed out
that the obsession of some states with serving
vegetarian food is misplaced. Dalits and
Adivasis do eat non-vegetarian food and giving
every child an egg was a good idea. The food to
be served under the ICDS must be carefully
worked out.

There should also be créches and universal
maternity entitlements. The activists want old
age pensions and a bigger Antyodaya scheme.

The right to food movement is opposed to
privatization of ration shops, cash transfers
and the UID. They have also taken up the
rights of farmers. The movement wants the
government to boost food production, increase
procurement and give farmers good prices.

Ragpickers,

Civil Society News

New Delhi

vent private companies from taking over garbage col-
lection under a waste-to-energy project in New
Delhi.

A public meeting held at the Constitution Club on 10
December, expressed concern over an estimated 250,000
ragpickers losing their traditional means of earning a
livelihood.

The meeting was also attended by a representative of
residents of Sukhdev Vihar, a neighbourhood in the
Okhla area, where a plant will use 2,000 tonnes of
garbage daily to produce 16 MW of power.

Sukhdev Vihar residents are worried that incineration
of garbage at the plant will lead to the emission of harm-
ful gasses and endanger their health. The residents are
already in court against this plant and a medical waste
incinerator set up earlier in the area.

The meeting was organised by the All-India Kabadi
Mazdoor Mahasangh and the Toxics Watch Alliance. It
was supported by other NGOs such as Toxics Links and
Hazards Centre. The former member secretary of the
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), B. Sengupta, was
present and questioned the choice of location for the
plant.

Delhi is said to generate between 6,000 and 8,000
tonnes of garbage daily. Traditionally, ragpickers have col-
lected the garbage and sifted the recyclables before the
garbage is taken to landfill sites.

But the Delhi government now wants companies to do
this job and take over from ragpickers. It also wants to
solve its problem of finding landfill sites by incinerating
garbage to generate electricity.

The Okhla plant is one of the three it expects to set up.
The others are at Timarpur and Ghazipur.

The Okhla plant has been given to Jindal Ecopolis, an
infrastructure company, in a public-private partnership
aimed at earning carbon credits.

Work on the project was inaugurated with much fan-
fare by Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit. Accompanying her
were her son, Sandeep Dikshit, MP, and Chief Secretary
Rakesh Mehta.

But critics say that despite all the interest shown at the
top, the Delhi government seems to have got its facts
horribly wrong. Far being a progressive measure, inciner-
ation of garbage is frowned on internationally.

Plants such as these are highly polluting. They have
been junked all over the world for being a hazard to pub-
lic health.

There are a few key criticisms of projects which seek
to produce energy from waste.

Firstly, the incineration of wastes results in the release
of particulate matter, heavy metals and gases like dioxins
and furans which are known to be cancer-causing
Checking these emissions is possible but extremely cost-
ly.

Secondly, Indian garbage lacks the calorific content
required for producing electricity.

Thirdly, incinerators distort waste management
because they depend on a minimum guaranteed flow of

RAGPICKERS have stepped up their campaign to pre-
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residents trash Delhi garbage plan

“THe

waste. Modern urban management systems on the
contrary aspire to reduction of waste, recycling,
composting and distributed disposal.

Fourthly, they take away the traditional liveli-
hoods of ragpickers who play an important role in
separating waste. The ragpickers have nothing to
fall back on.

Gopal Krishna of Toxics Watch Alliance says past
efforts at generating electricity from waste have
ended in dismal failure.

A plant set up at Timarpur in 1990 never func-
tioned. Another plant in Chandigarh couldn't pro-
duce electricity because of the quality of the
garbage. Instead it produces pellets which it sup-
plies to furnaces.

Says Krishna : "Gandhamguda village in Ranga
Reddy district of Andhra Pradesh had the same

Hlmu COST OF cmn
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technology. While the incinerator was in operation,
the village was covered by a heavy shroud of dark
smoke. Local doctors started detecting problems
not found before — skin rashes, asthma, respiratory
problems and stillbirths.”

Krishna argues that waste to energy projects are a
violation of international environmental norms.
Under the Kyoto Protocol waste incineration is a
greenhouse gas emitter.

Anil Mishra of the Sukhdev Vihar Residents’
Welfare Association says that the Jindal Ecopolis
plant has been cleared without a proper public
hearing,

Sukhdev Vihar is barely 200 metres from the
plant and the residents are worried about emis-
sions and how their lives will be affected when
2,000 tonnes of garbage begin arriving there every

Sukhdev Vihar is barely 200
metres from the plant and
residents are worried about
toxic emissions and how their
lives will be affected when
2,000 tonnes of garbage begin
arriving there every day.

LAKSHMAN ANAND
day.

Sukhdev Vihar is already bat-
tling to have a medical waste
incinerator at the same location
removed. The residents have
gone to court with professional
opinions from across the world
against such incinerators being
operated so close to homes.

Shahid Hasan, a resident who
has been handling the legal initia-
tive, says: "It is amazing that even
as we are in court over the med-
ical incinerator with all the scien-
tific evidence against such plants,
the government has chosen to
locate another plant just here.”

The Jindal Ecopolis website
says the plant will generate 16
MW and serve 600,000 homes.

But not everyone is ready to
buy that claim. Not only is the
quality of garbage not suitable for
power generation, 16 MW is a
mere fraction of Delhi's power
demand. Weighed against the
risk of pollution and the energy
lost by incinerating recyclables,
the plant is more of a burden
than an asset.

For the ragpickers the ques-
tion is of their survival from day
to day. In the absence of govern-
ment support they negotiate
their way out of difficult situa-
tions. Many of them buy peace
by making small daily payments
in kerb deals with representa-
tives of the companies which
have the contracts for lifting

.Ild_.!'l

garbage.
Shashi Bhushan Pandit of the
All-India  Kabadi  Mazdoor

Mahasangh says in certain areas
like Civil Lines where there are
several hospitals and other insti-
tutions, the ragpickers have been chased away by
the contractors.

In other areas where the contractors were collect-
ing the garbage in small vehicles and selling it local-
ly instead of transporting it away in trucks, the rag-
pickers’ union stopped middlemen from buying the
garbage. The result is that it doesn't get cleared.

Bhushan says the CPCB's manual for handling
solid wastes emphasises the role of the informal
sector, particularly ragpickers. The manual cites the
examples of Ludhiana and Pune where ragpickers
have been treated as partners by local governments.

In Delhi, however, an atmosphere of suspicion
and confrontation prevails. Ragpickers feel they are
being pushed out of the city and residents complain
they are not being heard on projects like the Okhla
incinerators which seriously impact their health.

CIVIL SOCIETY, JANUARY 2011 ‘
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Anti-dam stir gets a hoost

Rakesh Agrawal

New Delhi

footpath at Jantar Mantar in Delhi, the
Renuka Dam Sangharsh Samiti burst into cel-
ebration. News reached them that Jairam Ramesh
Union Minister for Environment and Forests, had
indeed cancelled the Renuka dam, which was slat-
ed to come up on the Giri river in Sirmaur district
of Himachal Pradesh.
"This is the result of our long struggle,” says

Guman Singh, coordinator,

AFTER sitting morosely for three days on the

Himalaya Niti Abhiyan, a
collective  forum under
whose banner the samiti
had fought. "We began
protesting against the dam
in 2000, holding dharnas
and rallies in our villages.
We got in touch with local
officials and those in Delhi
asking them to cancel the
project. It would have sub-
merged 1,630 hectares of
prime agricultural land and
drowned 37 of our villages.”

The expanding city of
Delhi in its search for water
had set its sights on the
bountiful Giri river. Plans
were drawn up to build a
dam 148 m high with a stor-
age capacity of 542 million
cubic meters of water at a
cost of ¥3,700 crore. Delhi
would have then got 275 million gallons of water a
day from the Giri. The dam was to generate 40 MW
of power. Plan in place, the governmentrun
Himachal Pradesh Power Corporation Limited
(HPPCL) had begun acquiring fields and forests with
alacrity.

But the villagers put up a spirited fight and
won. They came all the way to Delhi to take part
in Sangharsh, a protest called by the National
Alliance for People's Movement (NAPM) from 22
to 26 November against the Union government's
proposed amendment to the Land Acquisition Act
and its Rehabilitation and Resettlement Bill.

The focal point of the five-day protest appeared
to be dams and forests. About 1,000 people arrived
from the northeast alone to protest against the
myriad dams being built there. There were also
forest- dwellers from Madhya Pradesh agitating for
implementation of the Forest Rights Act.

Medha Patkar, leader of the NAPM, questioned
the need for huge dams and denounced the
absence of participatory processes in develop-
ment planning, "We demand prior informed con-
sent of gram sabhas in rural areas and basti sab-
has in urban areas as a pre-requisite for land
acquisition,” she said. The NAPM demanded a
moratorium on all infrastructure projects till a
humane policy for land acquisition, rehabilitation

and resettlement is put in place.

When Patkar met Environment Minister Jairam
Ramesh with NAPM's demands, the minister con-
firmed cancellation of the Renuka Dam Project.

On 31 August Ramesh's ministry had rejected
the proposal. Its communication said: 'The rec-
ommendations of the forest advisory committee
were placed for approval before the ministry
which has declined to accept (them) as the pro-
posal involves high-density forest and requires
the felling of a very large number of trees.”

Around 775 hectares of forest land were being

Members of the Renuka Dam Sangharsh Samiti and the Himalaya Niti Abhiyan

iverted for constructing the dam. As many as
150,000 trees including 49 hectares of the Renuka
wildlife Sanctuary with subtropical deciduous
forests would have been axed.

Activists pointed out going ahead with the dam
would have been a gross violation of the Forest
Rights Act, 2006, as forest land would have been
diverted without settling the forest rights of forest
dependent people. Villagers were also concerned
about the impact of the dam on the nearby Renuka
Lake, a religious symbol and a Ramsar site.

"The authorities did not even bother to take an
approval from our gram sabhas for the dam,” said
Surendra Sharma, an agitator. As per guidelines
issued by the MoEF in 2009, a 'no-objection’ cer-
tificate from gram sabhas of project- affected vil-
lages is necessary before diverting forestlands.

The minister appeared sensitive to the issue.
"As much as 775 hectares of good quality forest
land is a very steep price to pay,” agreed Ramesh.
He said Delhi's water system had distribution
losses of over 45 per cent and under-pricing of
water contributed to wasteful habits.

"Delhi must learn to use tougher options that
are available,” said the minister. "The city simply
cannot be a parasite on the rest of the country.”
He thereby negated the approval of the
Environment Appraisals Committee of MoEF that

had agreed in principle in December 2008 to the
construction of the Renuka Dam.

The Delhi Jal Board, which looks after the capi-
tal's water supply and drainage, insists that the
dam is needed. "This dam would have been an
assured supply of water for Delhi. Each year with
the increase in population the demand for water
is growing. The Delhi Jal Board can only manage
water, cut down distribution losses and reinforce
water conservation. But it does need more water
apart from its own groundwater reserves to meet
the growing demand,” an official said.

The Himachal Hydro-
power Power Corporation is
also miffed. It is not taking
4 o for an answer. The corpo-
ration is drawing up a fresh
application for diversion of
forestland claiming fewer
trees will be cut.

The success of the agita-
tion against the Renuka dam
has boosted the hopes of
other anti-dam agitators.
Protesters in Arunachal
Pradesh and Assam and on
the other side of the
Himalayas in Uttarakhand,
say they are inspired. "We'll
go back to our villages and
fight. We'll take the people
into confidence and defeat
the plans of the dam build-
ing companies,” says Vijay
Taram of the Forum for
Siang Dialogue which is
opposing the Upper Siang Hydroelectricity Project
in Arunachal Pradesh. "This project will displace
people, destroy biodiversity and ruin our water
ecology.”

In Assam, the Him Niti Abhiyan, a collective of
several groups, is protesting against the 200 MW
Langpi Dehangi Dam that will affect more than 100
villages in the two districts of North Cachar and
Golahgat.

"Big dams threaten our existence. We must put
a stop to them,” says Palitralenat Dalmany of
Komotapurgaon village in Golahgat district. "We
want a sustainable policy for the Himalayas.”

In Uttarakhand, there is concern that dams will do
lasting damage to rivers by drastically reducing their
flow. "Around 558 hydro-electricity power projects in
Uttarakhand are underway,” says Vimal Bhai, con-
vener of Matu Jan Sangathan, an informal group.
"Most of these projects are tunnel based. They will
convert our perennial rivers into underground water
streams. Around 5,000 villages with 220,000 people
will lose their homes and livelihoods.”

Here too significant victories have been won.
The government, bowing to pressure, has can-
celled all hydro-electricity projects between
Uttarkashi and Gangotri. In the hill state of
Sikkim too dams have been cancelled by the
Union government.

LAKSHMAN ANAND
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‘Think eco-systems to
save the Ganga’

Civil Society News

Kolkata

careers to stand up for what is ecologically

right as Dr Dhrubajyoti Ghosh has done. For
two decades, while employed by the West Bengal
government, he worked to save the wetlands and
sewage-fed fisheries on the eastern fringes of
Kolkata. In the process he angered politicians and
developers, but the remarkable wetlands that sur-
vive today owe their existence to Dr Ghosh's tire-
less scientific crusade and the international recog-
nition that it brought.

Dr Ghosh is Regional Vice Chair, Commission
on Ecosystem Management, IUCN. He spends
much of his time in rural Bengal working with
communities on promoting sustainable practices.
In this interview he calls for a new community-
based approach to saving the Ganga from the
huge load of chemicals that it carries because of
the run-off from agricultural fields.

Dr Ghosh's solution is decentralised landscape
management, which is distinct from the Ganga
Action Plan's emphasis on treatment plants and
collection of waste at single points.

FEW government engineers have risked their

Exactly how serious is the problem of agricultural
pollution in the Ganga?
It is serious. If we do not act now the situation
will lead to one of the worst assaults on the lives
of humans, plants and the animal kingdom and
adversely affect climate uncertainties. That the
matter brooks no delay is what we learn from a
global report of an International Assessment of
Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology
for Development (IAASTD) released in 2008.
Fifty-eight countries and 400 experts participat-
ed in this mega project which was initiated in
2002 by the World Bank and Food and Agricultural
Organisation. The United Nations Environmental
Programme opened the first plenary meeting in
2004. The report mentions that ‘emphasis on
increasing yields and productivity of agriculture
has in some cases had negative consequences on
environmental sustainability’. The report has
recorded the impact of pesticide pollution globally.
A major emphasis has been to say no to the
‘business-as-usual’ approach to managing agricul-
ture. Interestingly, the Indian media has more or
less avoided discussing this historical report per-
haps not to disturb the remarkably peaceful world
of the agro-chemical industry.

You have suggested landscape management.
Could you explain?

I think mere technological solutions cannot reduce
pollution, be it from a point source or from a non-
point source. It is essential to take the participation

of the community and their knowledge system
into account. It is time that planners appreciated
the paradigm shift in development strategies.

My suggestion to take up a Landscape
Management Action Plan is partly based on the
findings of the global report on IAASTD. It says
that many of the challenges facing agriculture cur-
rently and in future will require more innovative
and integrated applications of existing knowledge,
science and technology (formal, traditional and
community- based), as well as new approaches for
agricultural and natural resource management.

A Landscape Management Action Plan advo-
cates an ecosystem approach. It is adaptive and
puts faith in the self-organisation capability of the
community. In recent times, the most important
landscape based initiative is the collaborative ini-
tiative of UNESCO, UNEP and the Ministry of
Environment, Japan, which has been termed the

‘Many of the challenges
facing agriculture will
require more innovative and
integrated applications of
existing knowledge, science
and technology'.

‘Satoyama Initiative'. The objective of this land-
scape programme aims to benefit biodiversity
conservation and human well-being,

A similar initiative in India by the Ministry of
Environment within the fold of the Ganga Action
Plan (GAP) will be very desirable. Within the
Ganga Basin the primary problem is the loss and
damage to human life due to agricultural pollu-
tion. Loss of biodiversity, which is definitely tak-
ing place can be attended to as soon as the appli-
cation of agrochemicals is sufficiently reduced.
Therefore within the Ganga basin, a Landscape
Management and Action Plan will have a focus on
reducing agricultural pollution.

Would farmers be interested?

I do not know about states other than West
Bengal. In West Bengal, where I have been visiting
villages for more than a decade on this issue, I
find only recently farmers are searching for alter-
natives. The euphoria of chemical agriculture is
gradually disappearing.

Who will implement such a plan?
Ideally, the villagers or more pointedly farmers will
implement the plan. If farmers apply fertilizers

LAKSHMAN ANAND

Dr Dhrubajyoti Ghosh
and pesticides improperly, it will be for them to do
it properly. At this point they will need profound
knowledge support. They will have to be persua-
sively oriented to appreciate and adopt a different
kind of agriculture (which their forefathers knew
much better) with gradually diminishing dose of
agrochemicals. From 'far from organic' agriculture,
they will move towards 'nearly organic’ practice.
This country has sufficient demonstration of
good practices to ensure sustainability in agricul-
ture. What we now need is the willingness to
change. Here again, it would be best if this will-
ingness comes from the farmers. If not, the farm-
ers’ inability to visualise the forest behind the
trees will have to be explained to them. This is
the interface where the lead has to come from the
Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF).

Who will train the farmers?
Successful models of good agricultural practices will
act as tutorial eco-systems for the farmers. These
tutorial eco-systems will not only train them with
best practices but also help them to calculate the
long-term economics of growing low-pesticide low-
fertilizer practices using sufficient organic manures.
Young agricultural scientists are showing keen
interest in rationalising agriculture using an eco-
system approach. I have visited such privately
owned agricultural farms which enjoy the knowl-
edge support of young scientists where no fertil-
izer and pesticides are added. They do not howev-
er enjoy sufficient establishment support and this
is where the change has to come. The MoEF can
allocate funds to set up large numbers of such
tutorial ecosystems and training arrangements to
promote an ecosystem approach to agriculture
and rural landuse management.

Would you expect GAP to fund this project?
Industrial pollution is reduced by MoEF. So is
municipal pollution. By the same coin agricultur-
al pollution or for that matter non-point source
pollution can also be reduced by the MoEF under
the Ganga Action Plan to start with.
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Kisan Yatra with organic message
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Civil Society News

New Delhi

states the Kisan Swaraj Yatra

ended its journey at Rajghat in
New Delhi on 11 December. Farmers
and activists invoked Mahatma
Gandhi's gram swaraj ideal and took
a pledge to protect the food and seed
sovereignty of India. Then they
crossed the road and held a meeting
at Gandhi Darshan. That long for-
gotten slogan of the 1060s: Jai
Jawan, Jai Kisan, rent the air.

The Kisan Swaraj Yatra began
from Sabarmati Ashram in Gujarat
on 2 October last year. Organised by
the Alliance for Sustainable and
Holistic Agriculture (ASHA), a forum
of 400 farmer and activist groups,
the yatris visited 100 districts to cre-
ate awareness about 'self-reliant’
agriculture and warn against pro-cor-
porate policies which harm the
interests of farmers.

The yatris ended up talking to
25,000 people. "Eighty per cent of
them were farmers, small, marginal
and big," says Kavita Kuruganti, co-
convenor of ASHA. "We also spoke
to agricultural scientists, political
representatives and urban con-
sumers. The problems most farmers
face are roughly land-grab, lack of
water and land degradation. Their
livelihood security is under severe
threat.”

Speaker after speaker condemned
chemical farming, genetically modi-
fied seeds, the Krishi Vigyan
Kendras and the government's pro-
industry policies. Jal, jangal, jameen,
beej hamari hain, shouted the pro-
testors.

Twenty-seven exemplary farmers
were honoured (see box). There was
high praise for Enabhavi in Andhra
Pradesh, the first village in India to
have taken to organic farming,
Enabhavi inspired Andhra
Pradesh's Community Managed
Sustainable Agriculture policy under
which 2.9 million hectares were con-
verted to organic methods, the
world's largest state- supported eco-
logical farming project.

There was a buzz of excitement as
Kuruganti told the gathering that
their delegation had just met Sonia
Gandhi. "She told us the govern-
ment will do its best to reduce the

AFTER travelling through 20

The Kisan Swaraj Yatra meeting at Gandhi Darshan

suffering of farmers and examine
our proposals for a Kisan Swaraj pol-
icy. We have been asked to make a
presentation before the National
Advisory Council.” A sea of turbans,
pugdis and topis nodded in
approval.

"Nearly 40 per cent of farmers
want to give up agriculture. That's a
quarter of a billion people. Where is
the government going to find jobs
for them?" asks Bharat Mansatta, an
organic farmer-activist.

The alliance is asking the govern-
ment for a pro-farmer policy based
on economic sustainability, ecologi-
cal sustainability and people’s con-
trol over agricultural resources so
that farmers can produce non-toxic,
diverse, nutritious food for all.
Activists cite Andhra Pradesh as
proof that ecological farming can
reduce costs and boost yields.

The alliance is saying the govern-
ment's policies are ruining farmers,
agricultural workers and tenant
farmers. The government is
obsessed with procuring maximum
food at the cheapest price with only
the consumer and industry in mind.

As a result farmers’ incomes have
stagnated. Their average income is
just 1,650 per month but their
expense is 32,150 per month — so
they are spending more than they
are earning to just survive. The

Kavita Kuruganti

alliance wants the government to
assess progress in agriculture by
measuring the growth rate in the
net income of farm families. They
are asking for a Farmers' Income
Commission to keep close tabs on
farmers' incomes every year.
Pricing policies, says the alliance,
do not factor in real costs of produc-
tion like family labour, water, com-
posting, own seed etc. High inflation
adds to the living costs of the
farmer. But to curb inflation the gov-
ernment lowers agricultural prices.
A flood of cheap food is imported
thanks to India being a member of
WTO. So the farmer is reduced to
penury. The Minimum Support
Price should give farmers a 50 per
cent profit or else the government
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should pay them directly, say the
activists.

"We don't want free bullock carts
and agricultural implements from
the government. I know my needs
best. Ask them to give us cash,” says
Kishore Kurke, a farmer from Akola
district in Vidarbha.

Most government subsidies are
for inputs or for the Public
Distribution System. So the govern-
ment spends vast amounts financ-
ing chemical fertilizers but doesn't
support farmers who diligently do
organic farming, improving their soil
and seeds.

Access to inexpensive credit for
small farmers has been declining,
Public sector banks have to give 18
per cent credit to agriculture. But
industry and food processing corner
the bulk of this money. Between
1990 and 2006, small agricultural
loans went down 75 per cent.
Activists say the number of rural
banks have declined. So farmers are
turning to moneylenders and micro-
finance institutions whose rates of
interest are higher.

Farmers say they are at the mercy
of the government and industry.
Seeds, their most valuable resource,
are controlled by companies like
Monsanto. Valuable germplasm are
being handed over by research insti-
tutes to companies. And the compa-
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arrives in Delhi

The following farmers were honoured at the Kisan Swaraj rally:

Enabhavi Village

Andhra Pradesh

This village pioneered organic
farming in India and has inspired a
state programme under which 2.9
million hectares switched to organic.

G Nagaratnam Naidu Andhra
Pradesh

Naidu is an expert in growing rice
with the System of Rice
Intensification method. He has
demonstrated this method to
scientists from the International
Rice Research Institute.

Subhash Sharma Maharashtra
An ardent proponent of organic
farming, Sharma’s unique pest
control method includes trees and
birds. He shares benefits from his
farm with his workers.

Dadaji Khobragade
Maharashtra

Khobragade is a small farmer who
invented the HMT rice variety. It has
spread far and wide.

Vasant and Karuna Futane
Maharashtra

They led the organic movement in
Maharashtra. Vasant and Karuna
are experts in organic rain-fed
farming. They have trained
hundreds of farmers.

Rishikesh Biramane
Maharashtra

A young farmer from Satara, he has
mobilized the youth to take up
farming.

Bharat Sharma

Maharashtra

Sharma is from Akola district. He
has helped 450 farmers to switch to

organic agriculture.
Shalutai Bhonde Maharashtra

Bhonde is from Washim district.
She leads a campaign to recognize
women as farmers

Ratnakar Sahoo

Orissa

He may be 76 but he goes from
village to village campaigning
against genetically modified
seeds.

Ishwara Dehuri

Orissa

Dehuri leads the Aadim Chasi Ekata
Manch, a farmers’ group. Through
street plays and folk songs they
motivate farmers to turn organic.

Prakash Raghuvanshi

Uttar Pradesh

Prakash has perfected seed
selection and propagation of
traditional seeds. His varieties of
wheat are more popular with
farmers than those of the
government’s agricultural
departments.

Sharadamma

Karnataka

On just one acre, Sharadamma
grows 80 varieties of fruit,
medicinal plants, coffee, vanilla
using green manure and water from
the rain gods.

Bore Gowda

Karnataka

He grows 26 varieties of paddy on
his small farm for ‘the people of
India.’

Amarjit Sharma

Punjab

He is a role model for Punjab’s
farmers, inspiring them to switch to
organic.

nies charge what they like. There is
no regulation in the Seeds Bill of
pricing or royalties. Farmers say
they are not interested in GM seeds.
They want traditional seeds.

"I can only preserve seeds for my
own small farm. The Krishi Vigyan
Kendras and every village should
have a seed bank. But government
scientists never ask us about our
needs,” said Gajanand, a farmer
from Akola district in Vidarbha.

Farmers want much more invest-
ment in storage and processing
units. Food security should include

crops apart from wheat and rice.
And procurement should be directly
from farmers, locally stored and dis-
tributed. Only the surplus should
be sent to a central godown.

The alliance wants the govern-
ment to concentrate on small
farms, rainfed and dryland agricul-
ture and water management.

And, finally, farmers are saying to
kindly stop grabbing their lands.
More industry also means more pol-
lution. Biodiversity and traditional
seeds have been rapidly declining
over the years, they warn.

Weavers take to
Delhi streets

Kumar Gautam and Bharat Dogra

New Delhi

T a time when the Union gov-

ernment should have doubled

its efforts to protect and pro-
mote handloom weaving, its textile
policy has become a huge muddle of
double speak. Handloom weavers
have been promised all sorts of help
on paper but in practice it is the big
players and the mill owners who
benefit the most.

Budgetary allocations to the hand-
loom sector as a percentage of the
share given to the textile sector fell
from 27.5 per cent in 1997-98 to just
6.6 per cent in 2010-11. Cotton
yarn prices rose by 38 per cent in the
last 20 months. Silk yarn prices have
risen by more than 70 percent in the
last six months. Although big, mech-
anised yarn producers are supposed
to provide 50 per cent of their total
yarn output in the form of hank
yarn which can be used by hand-
loom weavers, the proportion of
hank yarn has fallen to 18 per cent.

Agitated by this many-sided injus-
tice, about 500 handloom weavers
from different parts of India staged
a protest march from Ramlila
grounds to Parliament on 30th
November demanding immediate
price relief to handloom weavers
through direct policy intervention
in cotton as well as silk yarn.

The protest march named 'Dilli
Chalo’ was led by Marchala Mohan
Rao from Andhra Pradesh, PK Deo
from Orissa and Mangal Singh Kori
from Uttar Pradesh. The protestors
wanted to highlight the crisis in the
handloom sector during the winter
session of Parliament. Rising yarn
prices, declining yarn availability and
declining budgetary allocations were
killing the handloom sector. The day
long dharna was addressed by sever-
al parliamentarians, activists and
experts.

In cotton and silk clusters, where
weaving is vital to the livelihood of
a large number of people, the recent
hike in yarn prices has made their
lives miserable on all accounts: be it
availability, affordability or accessi-
bility to yarns. As a result, produc-
tion has gone down rendering thou-

sands of weavers and craft-workers
unemployed.

Addressing the gathering at Jantar
Mantar, veteran handloom activist
and president of Rashtra Chenetha
Jan Samakhya, Marchala Mohan
Rao said, "The price of cotton yarn
is high due to increased exports of
raw cotton and the real money mak-
ers are the cotton traders, not the
farmers. In Chirala alone, more than
2,000 people engaged in weaving
have abandoned their work recently
and are now working as construc-
tion workers, agriculture labourers
and security guards. "

Pledging his support to the
weavers cause, Swami Agnivesh, a
parliamentarian and human rights
activist said, "The government's
handloom policies especially after
the economic reforms have not done
justice to the millions of Indian
weavers.” B Syama Sundari, a lead-
ing handloom expert representing
Dastkar Andhra pointed out: "The
handloom sector has been under
continuous threat due to increase in
raw material prices from the 1990s.
There is an immediate need to check
yarn prices to prevent the rise of an
unemployed workforce. It makes
better sense to secure existing liveli-
hoods than begin the work of creat-
ing new livelihoods.”

Another expert in the economics
of education, rural development
and women's studies, D Pulla Rao
observed that while the govern-
ment is spending millions to gener-
ate unskilled employment in rural
areas, it is not bothered about the
fact that insufficient budgetary allo-
cations to handloom is destroying
livelihood opportunities for mil-
lions of skilled weavers.

Towards the end of the day-long
rally and dharna at Jantar Mantar,
separate representations were made
to Sudha Pillai ,Member -secretary,
Planning Commission, Rita Menon,
Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, the
Ministry of Finance and the PMO.
The leaders of the rally also plan to
make a specific representation in
coming months to Yashwant Sinha,
chairman of the Finance Committee
to seek his attention and interven-
tion.
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The true and deadly story
of Endosulfan

Shree Padre

Kasaragod

FTER a long and herculean struggle, the people of Kasaragod district

succeeded in getting the Kerala government to ban the deadly pesti-

cide Endosulfan. In the meantime, 400 lives have been lost according
to government figures, hundreds have been maimed and a much greater
number are bedridden.

So imagine our surprise when we recently found that the Union
Ministry of Agriculture appointed yet another fact-finding committee to
establish the link between Endosulfan and
mass ill-health in Kasaragod.

Even more shocking to us was the holding
of a conference in Delhi just weeks ago
sponsored by a pesticide manufacturer. The
conference was inaugurated by the
President of India and presided over by the
Union Agriculture Minister as chief guest.

Do you need a better example than this
to understand with whom the sympathies
of our political leaders actually lie?

Here is the true story of Endosulfan and
our agony.

Reality and denial: In 2001, when we real-
ized there was a link between Endosulfan
and mass ill-health in our district we
approached the agriculture minister in the
Left-led Nayanar government in Kerala, the
late Krishnan Kaniyamparambil.

We showed him an album full of tragic
pictures of victims. Our simple request to
him was to stop the spraying of Endosulfan
over cashew plantations.

He replied: "In this matter there is no
scientific body more superior in the whole
world than the Central Plantation Crops
Research Institute (CPCRI) in Kasaragod.
They say Endosulfan is absolutely harm-
less. I can't believe you. If you have a memorandum, give it and go."

It took another 10 years, thousands of lives and the painful display of
immobile children on camera to make the political leadership melt.
Thanks to the very active Kerala media and the state's Chief Minister, VS
Achyutanandan's sympathetic attitude, the cry to ban the deadly pesti-
cide gained momentum. Of course, Assembly elections were also
around the corner.

In its magnitude, the Kasaragod Endosulfan tragedy is next only to the
Bhopal Gas Tragedy. Like Bhopal it has been a continuous saga of suffer-
ing by the people and denial by the State.

In 1979, Somaje Mahalinga Bhat, a local farmer invited me to his farm.
He had an unusual problem. All four calves born recently in his cattle
shed had deformed limbs. The fourth one was just about surviving.
Somaje's farm adjoins the cashew plantations of the Plantation
Corporation of Kerala (PCK). His cows used to drink water from a nearby

A victim of Endosulfan

In its magnitude the Kasaragod
Endosulfan tragedy is next only to
the Bhopal Gas Tragedy. Like
Bhopal it has been a continuous
saga of suffering by the people
and denial by the State.

tank and graze in the hills. Endosulfan was being sprayed here aerially.

After studying all the details, T approached two veterinary doctors.
They suspected that the pesticide Endosulfan had something to do with
the condition of Somaje’s calves.

Endosulfan was sprayed very negligently. [ wrote a feature story titled,
‘Life cheaper than cashew," for an English periodical. 1also published sto-
ries in Kannada and Malayalam. Years later, Somaje Mahalinga Bhat suc-
cumbed to cancer. And 30 years after that, my district has 8,000 suspected
Endosulfan victims. Hundreds are bedridden, many more seriously ill.
They have lost the ability to earn their livelihood.

In 1979, it didn't occur to me that the
inborn deformities of cattle might show up
in human beings too. If a mass alert had
been initiated then could we have reduced
the damage? I doubt it. The pesticide lobby's
nexus with the powers that be is very
strong. To convince people about the 'inside
truth’ of poisons is a Herculean task!

For nearly 25 years Kasarogod received 60
to 70 showers of 'poison rain.’” No other
region in the world has endured that. The
question being asked is: "Why only in
Kasaragod?” The Plantation Corporation
of Kerala, a public sector company, has
flouted every precautionary measure stipu-
lated by the insecticide rules of the
Government of India.

Despite very serious health complaints,
the corporation never cared to check onsite.
Their only argument was about the ‘well
being' of their own labourers. Now media
reports inform us of a very high rate of dis-
ease and death among their own labourers.

Flood of committees: Starting with the Dr
Banerjee committee in 1991, three other
committees clearly warned that use of
Endosulfan near rivers, lakes, ponds and
the sea would pollute their waters. They
recommended putting this warning in the certificate of registration as a
condition. They said it should also be placed on labels and leaflets in the
containers. Both warnings were totally ignored.

For aerial spraying of pesticides, permission from the Central Bureau of
Insecticides (CBI) is necessary. But the CBI states it hasn't given permis-
sion to any agency for aerial spraying after 1992. Therefore, aerial spray-
ing done after 1993 is illegal and punishable. Though the Plantation
Corporation pretends to be innocent, it can't escape the responsibility of
this genocide.

In fact, the Endosulfan tragedy is an act of genocide by many state
agencies — the indifferent agriculture department of Kerala, the district
collectors who gave permission without checking precautionary meas-
ures, the pesticide company, the CBI which comes under the Union
Agriculture Ministry and failed to act against the Plantation Corporation

Continued on page 14
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Union Home Minister, P Chidambaram, right, with Javed Abidi

10 ways to employ
people with disability

Shreyasi Singh

New Delhi

Awards were given away by P Chidambaram,

Union Home Minister, on a typical wintry
morning in Delhi. The auditorium was full, an
indication said the minister, that there were
islands of humanity in an arid desert of indiffer-
ence.

Now in its 12th year, the annual awards, joint-
ly organised by the National Centre for
Promotion of Employment for Disabled People
(NCPEDP) and Shell India, recognised 10 individ-
uals who had become role models for people
with disability and companies which had provid-
ed equal rights and opportunities to the disabled.

"It's been heartening to see the awareness that
has come to the disability sector thanks to efforts
like this,” Chidambaram remarked. He said the
upcoming census, scheduled to be conducted in
February 2011, will play a big role for India's 70
million plus disabled.

"This time the sector has seen tremendous
cooperation from the Census Commission. There
is a serious and genuine attempt towards enu-
meration of people with disabilities,” said Javed
Abidi, Honorary Director, NCPEDP. "Authentic
numbers will mean significantly better resource
allocation for disability issues.”

"Every year it humbles me to see the nomina-
tions that come in. They are increasing in num-
ber and quality,” said Vikram Singh Mehta,
Chairman, Shell Group of Companies which has
been involved with the awards for over a decade.

THIS year's NCPEDP - Shell Helen Keller

Disabled persons who are role models

These awards are given to disabled persons who
have been actively promoting employment for
disabled people and are a role model for others.

Dipti Bhatia: Visually impaired Dipti Bhatia is
the Deputy Director of Vidya Sagar, Chennai. An
M Phil in history, a teacher and a bilingual poet,
Dipti joined Vidya Sagar as a volunteer in 1990
and became the coordinator of the institute's
Inclusion Cell in 1998. She has helped nearly 100
students get admission into schools and colleges.

Mohammed Igbal: Physically disabled,
Mohammad set up People's Action Group for
Inclusion and Rights (PAGIR) in Leh in 2007.
PAGIR is completely managed by disabled people
and members of their families. The collective
promotes two kinds of economic enterprise. One
helps disabled artists turn waste to craft and
employs about 200 people. The second enterprise,
Himalaya on Wheels, makes Ladakh more accessi-
ble to disabled tourists.

Sai Prasad Vishwanathan: Despite being thrown
out of various schools because of his physical dis-
ability, Sai went on to receive a research scholar-
ship for an MS degree at the University of
Wisconsin, US. He also became the first disabled
Indian to skydive from 14,000 feet. He studied at
the prestigious Indian School of Business. As an
undergraduate, studying engineering at CBIT,
Hyderabad, Sai was a topper. He was given the
Best Trainee award at Infosys in 2007.

Non- disabled people who are role models
This category recognizes individuals who have
substantially promoted employment opportuni-

ties for disabled people.

Anubhuti M. Bhattacharya: A human resources
(HR) professional with extensive industry experi-
ence, Anubhuti set up an HR consultancy exclu-
sively for disabled people in May 2005. In five
years, Anubhuti has helped 500 disabled people
find employment in companies such as Pepsico,
IBM, ITC Hotels, Yum! and Genpact. She also spe-
cialises in conducting access audits and sensitisa-
tion training programmes.

Meera Chetan Bhatia: Daughter of hearing
impaired parents, Meera began working as an
interpreter for the deaf when she was 16. In 2000,
she set up Sai Swayam, a coaching institute for
the hearing impaired. Sai Swayam conducts voca-
tional training programmes and Meera helps her
students find jobs as well. Over 250 of her stu-
dents now work with companies like IBM, HCL,
Genpact and KFC.

Rama Chari: Rama has over 20 years experience
working with disabled people. She has worked
with AADI and NCPEDP in a range of roles. In
2007, she set up Diversity Equal Opportunity
Centre (DEOC) to provide policy and accessibility
consultancy, training and research in the area of
disability. In 2005, Rama wrote to Infosys and
helped the company to become the first to recruit
a large number of disabled people.

Companies for equal rights

These organizations through their policies and
practices demonstrate their belief in equal rights
and gainful employment for persons with disabil-